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Cyanobacteria
ÅFormerly known as blue-green algae

ÅUbiquitous

ÅNative

ÅThousands of species, hundreds of 
toxins

ÅOriginated ~3.5 billion years ago

ÅOxygenated the planet with the 
byproduct of photosynthesis
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Cyanotoxins

ÅAffect people, pets and wildlife

ÅExposure through ingestion
ÅDrinking water

ÅSwimming

ÅFood

ÅExposure through inhalation

ÅAcute and chronic toxicity

ÅDocumented symptoms:
ÅSkin irritation

ÅEye and nose irritation

ÅFatigue

ÅFever

ÅNausea, vomiting, diarrhea

ÅTingling, numbness, seizures

ÅNervous system and organ failure

ÅDeath
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When in doubt, stay out!
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Why prevent blooms?

ÅBlooms:
ÅThreaten public health
ÅImpair recreation
ÅHarm wildlife
ÅAffect business revenues
ÅDecrease property values

Report a bloom: https://arcg.is/1e8Tfy 4

https://arcg.is/1e8Tfy
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Cyanobacteria Management and 
Prevention (Outline)

ÅIdentify & Report Blooms

ÅWhat causes blooms?

ÅWhat can Sunrise Lake do?

ÅResources for homeowners
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Cyanobacteria Management and 
Prevention (Outline)

ÅIdentify & Report Blooms
ÅWhat causes blooms?

ÅWhat can Sunrise Lake do?

ÅResources for homeowners
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Cyanobacteria Blooms

ÅRapid growth
ÅBlooms change often and 

quickly
Å Move in the water column
Å Move to another part of the lake
Å Can last for a single day, or a full 

summer

Credit: Amanda McQuaid



Report a bloom: https://arcg.is/1e8Tfy
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9New Healthy Swimming Map
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